
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

A VACCINATION WITH GOD’S GRACE… 
 Last week on Friday, we celebrated the New Year 2021.  I think that most people are really 
glad to see 2020 go!  It has been the year that most of us would like to forget, with all the stress of 
the Corona Virus pandemic on us.  This  new year celebration in Times Square was a whole lot dif-
ferent it seems.  Of course the ball still came down, but there were very few people in Times Square.  
It was a “Virtual Celebration” as most of us are becoming accustomed to in recent months. 
 Somebody said to me recently, “I’m glad that they drop the ball in Times Square on New 
Year’s Eve-it reminds me of what I’ve done all year!”  Well, hopefully we won’t drop the ball in 
2021 but resolve to become better people, better Christians.  On January 1st many of us do make 
resolutions.  A New Year’s resolution has been defined as something that “goes in one year and out 
the other!”  We might resolve to lose weight, quit smoking, become a less aggressive driver or get 
more exercise, but often enough, these resolutions don’t last too long into the new year-maybe not 
even a week! 
 The biggest news item in recent days has been the vaccine for Corona Virus.  As of this writ-
ing, Pfizer, Moderna, and Astra Zeneca have developed vaccines against the virus and they are now 
being administered to people across the globe.  A cartoon in the New York Post illustrated hopes for 
the new year when it pictured the numerals 2021 but replaced the “one” with a “hypodermic nee-
dle!”   
 Yes, many people have pinned their hopes on the vaccine to rid us of the menace of the corona 
virus.  It’s my fervent prayer that in this new year the virus will be eradicated and all of us can re-
turn to a more normal life.  That is a hope that I’m sure most of us share. 
 While physical health is important and a vaccine can help us to achieve it, at the start of a 
new year, we might ask ourselves about our spiritual health as well.  Maybe we need a different 
type of vaccination and that is a vaccination with God’s grace.  This type of “vaccination” can 
counterattack the deadly viruses of sin and selfishness which often threaten the health of our soul. 
 While the world celebrates New Years in kind of a noisy way, the Church begins it just a lit-
tle bit more quietly.  On January 1st, we celebrated the Feast of Mary, the Mother of God.  One of 
the titles that we give Mary is “Our Lady of Grace.”  Mary is the channel by which God’s grace is 
brought to us.  In other words, she is our greatest intercessor with the Lord.   
 To prove that point, all we have to do is to read the story in the gospel of the miracle at Ca-
na.  It was at the wedding feast that Jesus performed his first miracle; turning water into wine.  It 
was Mary who obtained the miracle from her son for He would refuse her nothing.  Mary’s words, 
“Do whatever Jesus tells you!”  These are words for us to try to live by in this new year.  
 By coming more often to the Lord in prayer and through the intercession of Our Lady, we can  
receive a new vaccine of grace that can turn the flat and often tasteless water of our lives into 
something exhilarating and joyful-the new wine of Christ’s life within us.  This certainly can pro-
duce both health of body and soul for us.  In New Year Day 2021, let’s receive the vaccination of 
God’s grace, it’s safe, effective and totally painless.  Happy New Year! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
 


