
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

NEW YEAR, NEW CHURCH….. 
 This Sunday we are already starting the second week of the new year 2021.  I wonder how many of us 
have kept the resolutions that we made on January 1st?  Maybe just a few!  I guess that’s why a priest friend 
of mine used to say, “as far as new year’s resolutions, resolve not to make them!”  Perhaps the reason he 
said that was because we don’t always follow through on our good intentions.  One resolution that I would 
like to keep this year, however, is to communicate more often with you, the good people of St. Charles on 
things that are happening or will be happening in the parish. 
 One subject that many have asked me about in recent weeks is the status of the church building pro-
ject.  A good number of parishioners have donated generously to the Archdiocesan “Renew and Rebuild” 
campaign with the promise of a revamped church structure. 
 As I spoke to you some months ago, the Archdiocese in order to maintain the financial integrity of St. 
Charles despite its considerable assets, requested that we scale down what we initially planned to do.  What 
was previously envisioned was basically the construction of a new church building.  It was felt that this 
was not necessary and cost prohibitive.  The architects we chose for the project, Kliment Halsband then had 
to go “back to the drawing board” and come up with a new plan for the church that would work with the 
confines of the existing building.  After many meetings and consultations, (many virtual during this pandem-
ic), I believe that they have come up with a really great design. 
 I invite you this weekend to take a look at several large posters that have been placed in the vestibule 
of the church.  The pictures will give you some idea of how the “new St. Charles” will look-magnificent!  A 
brand new spire, topped by a cross will now face Hylan Boulevard.  This spire, I believe, will more clearly 
enhance the identity of the church to those driving and walking by.  A new sanctuary will be constructed fac-
ing the boulevard.  A beautiful tabernacle will be placed in the center of the sanctuary behind our existing 
altar.  New pews, new lighting, a new roof and heating and air conditioning systems will be installed. 
 The main entrance of the church will be from the schoolyard and not from Penn Avenue as currently 
exists.  The new entrance will lead into a large vestibule with thanks be to God, brand new men’s and wom-
en’s bathrooms which will be handicapped accessible.  The adoration chapel where many people pray each 
week, will be updated and improved. 
 Finally, a new video and sound system is planned.  After the past year with many of the Masses 
livestreamed due to the corona virus, I am sure that this new video component will be appealing to many of 
the parishioners who don’t venture out. 
 You might ask when the construction will begin.  The architects have told me that it is anticipated 
that the project will start in April, 2021 and will take just a year to complete.  Of course, this will entail 
some sacrifices for all of us here in the parish.  Naturally, we will not be able to use the church for Masses, 
baptisms, weddings, funerals and other occasions.  This will be a genuine hardship for all of us. 
 The essence of our religion, however, is sacrifice and generosity.  Be sacrificing this year in the church, 
we will receive in return a beautiful new church building which will improve and enhance our worship here 
at St. Charles for years to come.  Please pray for the success of this project in this new year.  May the Good 
Lord and our parish patron, St. Charles inspire our efforts to glorify God by a church building worthy of his 
honor!  
 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 
       Pastor 
         
  


