
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
 
 There was a humorist by the mane of Will Rogers, largely forgotten now, who once made a very fun-
ny statement.  Will Rogers said, “I don’t make jokes-I just watch the government and report the facts!”  
Well, in the light of the past year, there is a great deal of truth in his comment. 
 The year 2020, terrible as it was, started off with a display of childishness by our leaders.  When 
President Donald Trump stood up to give his State of the Union Speech last January, the Speaker of the 
House, Nancy Pelosi extended her hand to him.  The president rudely ignored that gesture.  But the Madam 
Speaker proved that she was just as immature when she proceeded on live TV to tear up the president’s 
speech!  At that moment, I thought to myself, but what kind of example is this setting for the younger gener-
ation?  Not positive by any means! 
 I suppose a low point was reached in our country this January sixth.  As I write these words, it is the 
day after the assault on the Capitol.  I am sure that most of you saw the TV coverage of the protestors 
breaching the Capitol, smashing windows, and invading the congressional offices and senate floor.  Four 
people were killed in the violence and that is very sad. 
 Whether you are a Republican or Democrat, I think that we can all agree on something-violence does 
not solve anything.  Today, many people in our society are very angry.  You see it on talk shows where two 
people of different viewpoints try to out talk each other.  Actually, it is the mark of a mature individual to 
be able to disagree without striking out verbally or even physically as was seen yesterday in Washington. 
 The morning after the protests at Mass, we read some very appropriate words from Saint John in his 
Epistle.  Saint John wrote: ”If anyone says, I love God and hates his brother, he is a liar.”  Saint John rea-
soned correctly that if we don’t love human beings whom we do see, we cannot really love a God whom we 
do not see.  It is just common sense!  It was a good reminder that we are called to have charity for all our 
brothers and sisters, even the most disagreeable. 
 That being said, it seems that currently, our great country, the United States is being cleaved in two 
by strife and turmoil.  This is something like a new “Civil War” in America.  Maybe a reason for the chaos 
and the violence is that our country has gotten away from the Ten Commandments and the moral law.  A 
priest I know had a sign in his office that read: “The  Ten Commandments-they’re not multiple choice!”  Ab-
solutely true!   
 But today for many people in our government and in our world, morality has become relative-no ab-
solutes!  But Catholics believe and behave differently.  We should strive to live out the laws of God sincere-
ly.  If not, there is what we call a “disconnect.”  Obviously, there is a “disconnect” with some of our politi-
cians and leaders who profess to be Catholics and yet hold views that are directly opposed to the Church 
teachings. 
 This week on January 20th, Joseph Biden will be inaugurated as the Forty Sixth President of the Unit-
ed States.  Biden will be the second Roman Catholic to become president.  The first of course, was John F. 
Kennedy.  Now the fact that a Catholic again is the chief executive of our country should be a source of pride 
and joy.  Unfortunately, President-Elect Biden is one of those persons who has “disconnected” from the 
teachings of his religion on abortion and other issues and that’s sad. 
 Let’s pray for the new president this week as he assumes his office and may God bless America and 
heal our fractured land! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
  
  


