
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

TWO STRONG COLUMNS… 
 
 There is a story told of al little boy at church one Sunday.  He saw a plaque in the back of the church 
inscribed, “For the men who died in the service.   In all seriousness, he went up to the priest and asked, 
“Father, tell me, what service did they die at-was it the 9 or the 10:30?”  A little humor goes a long way espe-
cially in our world today which is so deadly serious! 
 This Sunday, January 31st is the Feast Day Saint John Bosco, not celebrated this year because it is a 
Sunday in Ordinary Time.  I think Saint John Bosco would have appreciated that joke about a child.  After 
all , he founded the Salesian Order which still works specifically with youth.  He enjoyed children and liked 
to have fun; he was even a magician.  He was called by Pope John Paul II, “The teacher and father to the 
young.” 
 John was born near Turin, Italy in the year 1815.  He came from a very poor family and as a young 
man expressed desire to become a priest.  He was ordained in 1841 and went to study at the University of Tu-
rin.  It was in that industrial city that John Bosco viewed firsthand the plight of so many young boys who 
had no skills and no place to go. 
 One morning vesting for Mass, he heard a commotion in the room next to the sacristy.  There was the 
sacristan beating a young man with a candle extinguisher.  John Bosco came to the assistance of that boy 
and from then on became a great apostle to young people and the Salesian Order spread throughout the 
world.  John’s motto in dealing with the young man was “Reason, religion and kindness.”  He counselled pa-
tience with young instead of severity.  (Oftentimes not easy!) 
 John Bosco, who died in 1888, was an extremely spiritual man who had many dreams in reference to 
the faith.  In perhaps one of his most famous dreams, John saw a large ship, representing the Church, in a vi-
olent storm and under attack.  The Pope guided the ship in between two large columns, at which, the ship 
docked and was saved.  On the column was a statue of the Virgin Mary with the title, “Help of Christians;” 
and at the top of the other larger column was a Eucharistic host with a title that read, “The Salvation of the 
Faithful.”  
 Saint John interpreted his dream in these words: “Only two means are left to save the Church amidst 
confusion; Devotion to Mary and frequent communion.”  I think it’s very true to say that many people today 
and especially our young are confused because they are just steeped in materialism without any reference to 
spiritual values.  All of us too can get sucked up into the ambit ourselves. 
 But our young people are especially vulnerable to evil temptations.  We could say that our enemy the 
devil is having a “field day” today because so many people don’t believe in absolute objective truths.  Nor do 
they think that there are any consequences for their actions.  “After all, Father-everybody’s doing it!”  I won-
der what John Bosco would think today when things are much worse than in the nineteenth century.  So 
many people have fallen away from the faith. 
 The consolations that we have as Catholics and the powerful remedies to the sickness of our time is 
for all of us to steer the ship of our lives close to those two strong columns John described in his dream-The 
Blessed Mother and the Holy Eucharist.  If we say the rosary, Our Lady Help of Christians will be our sure 
guide assisting us through the pitfalls of this life.  And if we faithfully reference the Holy Eucharist and get 
to Mass on Sunday our salvation will be insured. 
 As we honor Saint John Bosco this Sunday, let us pray for greater love for God and for souls! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ,  
        Father Jerome 
   


