
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

EUCHARISTIC AMAZEMENT? 
 
 In the “Old Days” in the Church, by which I mean before the Second Vatican Council, the priest 
when he said Mass did not face the people.  He said the Mass facing the altar-you did not see his face.  
The idea was that both priest and people were facing God together.  Of course, in the late 1960’s the priest 
was “turned around” and faced the congregation.  Facing the congregation has its benefits but it also has 
its drawbacks! 
 For instance, the priest now can see everything going on in the pews and sometimes it’s a little dis-
tracting.  Take for example, a few weeks ago, during the responsorial psalm, I noticed a young man in the 
corner of the Church gazing down at his cell phone.  He seemed more interested in the cyber world than 
in the spiritual one.  In any event, throughout the whole of the Mass, he kept glancing at the phone off 
and on.  It made me think that he probably thought that what was happening on his IPhone was more im-
portant than what was going on at the altar.  Well, at least he was in church on Sunday! 
 Then last week, I conducted a funeral mass in the Church where throughout the entire Mass, peo-
ple were talking and laughing.  I tried to give the “quiet” sign with my finger over my mouth, but at the 
end of the liturgy, even the organist said, “Father, that was appalling to say the least and discouraging!”  
Yes, sometimes people’s behavior at Mass is very discouraging.  Of course, at funerals some people who 
attend may not have darkened the door of the Church for years. 
 In one parish where I served, a priest said a funeral mass where obviously that was the case.  When 
he invited family members to bring up the gifts of bread and wine, they did not understand but proceed-
ed to eat the unconsecrated hosts that were in the open Ciborium (communion containers).  The priest told 
them, “Don’t eat them-just bring them up!”  So you have to be patient with even the older generation. 
 One time during a CCD religion class, I asked a girl what she was giving up for Lent.  She replied, 
“My Ipad Father.”  I said that was an excellent penance for Lent.  Many of us, and not just young people, 
are totally “tethered” to their devices.  It might not be a bad thing to fast from them.  Why not turn the 
phone off in Church and don’t look at it all the time?  Why do I say that?  Well, because something ex-
tremely important happens during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
 The priest takes simple bread and wine and through the words of consecration, those simple ele-
ments are transformed into the body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ.  In other words, the Son of 
God becomes present in our midst.  That is why the priest genuflects at each separate consecration of the 
bread and wine during Mass.  The Eucharist is the greatest mystery of our faith but how many of us ap-
preciate it? 
 During a recent meeting of the priest council of the Archdiocese of New York, Cardinal Dolan told 
us that there is great concern among the bishops about the lack of faith in the real presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  We have this great treasure in our church, but many Catholics today lack faith and under-
standing.  So we have some work to do. 
 Shortly before he died, Pope John Paul II issued an excellent letter on the Holy Eucharist.  The Ho-
ly Father said that we need to rekindle “Eucharistic amazement” at what happens on our altars at each 
Mass.  We underestimate it’s value.  During this Lent, let us resolve to look up from our phones and tab-
lets and be amazed at Christ uplifted in the host and chalice! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
 
    
 


