
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

TOOT AND TELL? 
 
 Last year, at the height of the Covid crisis, as we all know, churches were closed throughout the 
United States.  Incapable of conducting indoor services, some priests were creative, holding masses and 
other services in parking lots and school yards.  I was impressed with the efforts of one pastor upstate 
who had introduced a novel way of hearing confessions. 
 The priests were seated on benches in parish parking lots and the penitents came by in their cars, 
rolled down the windows and told their sins.  Although it might have been a little uncomfortable for the 
priest to sit outside in damp weather, at least it was an attempt to connect with the faithful who were cut 
off from the sacraments for months. 
 In that regard, there was a story about a young priest who was very eager to evangelize his parish.  
He went to the bishop with this idea of a “drive thru” confessional.  He reasoned with the bishop who 
was rather skeptical.   The priest said, “But Your Excellency, we have drive thru banks, drive thru fast food 
restaurants and drive thru pharmacies..  Why not a drove thru confessional?”   
 The bishop finally gave the priest the permission to start his outdoor confession.  But after a 
month, the young priest was called in to see the bishop who was very angry and told him this: “I gave you 
permission for the outdoor confessional but not for the sign overhead that says “Toot and tell or go to 
hell!”  At least, the priest got the people’s attention! 
 During Lent, the season that we are now in, the Church wants to get our attention too.  We are 
urged to be a little more attentive to our soul during this penitential season.  One good idea to do just that 
is to get to confession in these remaining weeks of Lent if it has been some time since our last one. 
 When we make a good confession we “wipe the slate clean” and can start over again with the Lord; 
He forgets our sins.  This week at Mass, I told a story about two little boys who got into a fight as boys are 
prone to do.  One of them yelled at the other, “I’ll never speak to you again!”  And they both went home.  
But the next day the boys were both playing as if nothing happened.  One of the little boy’s mother asked 
why they were speaking to each other now.  “Oh he replied, “Me and Johnny are good ‘forgetters.’’’ 
 That’s the way it is with the Lord Jesus; he forgets our sins and transgressions when we are sincere-
ly sorry for them.  Often enough we hold on to our sins by the burden of guilt which is not healthy.  I 
think we all know the steps to making a good confession.  They include a sincere examination of con-
science, telling all serious sins to the priest, saying the Act of Contrition and performing the penance that 
is given us. 
 Many people have difficulty with confession.  Certainly it is not easy to tell our faults to another 
human being albeit a priest who represents Jesus Christ in a special way.  Yet every time I go to confes-
sion and we priests also have to go-I always feel like a burden has been lifted off my shoulders. 
 A saint by the name of Theophilus once said this: “A person’s soul should be clean, like a mirror 
reflecting the light.  If there is some rust on the mirror, his face cannot be seen.  In the same way, no one 
who has sin within him can see God.”  This Lent is a time for us to get “the rust” of the mirror off our 
souls.  The best way to do that is by coming (driving or walking) to the sacrament of pardon and peace! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
  
   
 
  
    


