
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE WINE IN THE CHALICE… 
 When I was a student at Our Lady of Good Counsel Grammar School here on Staten is-
land, a good number of us signed up to be altar boys.  It’s a real shame now that because of Covid 
19 the servers have been absent from Mass.  Hopefully as things open up, we will see their re-
turn!  In any event, being an altar boy was a responsibility but also a lot of fun. 
 At Good Counsel, we served in our black cassocks for six months at Mass and watched the 
priest and what was going on in the sanctuary.  There was a ceremony where you received “The 
Surplice” which is the white top over the robe.  One of the great things about being an altar boy 
was meeting so many friendly priests who tried to put us nervous kids at ease. 
 One time I served a young priest who asked me to put wine in the chalice.  I must have 
dumped the whole cruet (wine pitcher) in.  He looked at me smiled and said, “Son, you would be 
great at a party-you have a very heavy hand!”  Sometimes I think of that priest when I am putting 
wine into my chalice here at Saint Charles. 
 If you notice at Mass, we don’t put wine in the cup when Mass is being offered.  The priest 
also puts a small amount of water in as well.  That water represents all of us sinners.  When the 
priest consecrates the chalice, the wine and the water become the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  
The words that the priest says at Mass over the chalice are the words of Christ at The Last Supper: 
“Take this all of you and drink it; for this is the chalice of my blood which will be poured out for 
you and for many for the remission of sin…” 
 After the chalice is blessed, the wine and water become the precious blood of Christ.  It is 
called “Precious” because it is sacred and extremely pleasing to the heavenly Father.  The blood 
of Christ poured out was the price for our salvation. 
 From our Bible history we know the story of how the first born of the Jews were saved 
from death by putting the blood of a lamb over the doorposts of their homes-seeing that blood, 
the angel of death “passed over” and spared them.  In a similar way, the Father seeing the blood 
of Christ, the Lamb of God shed on the cross saved all of us from eternal death and brought us 
salvation.  So the blood of Christ is precious to all of us as well.     
 This week we begin Holy Week.  We hear again the story of our Lord’s suffering and death 
called The Passion.  It is a story that we have heard many times before.  But perhaps this year, 
amid a pandemic, we might reflect a little bit more deeply on what it “cost” Christ to suffer. 
 His blood was poured out in the Garden of Gethsemane, at the Scourging and Crowning 
with thorns on the cross.  Saint Paul wrote, “In Him and through His blood we have been re-
deemed, so immeasurably generous is God’s favor to us.”  Yes, God is very generous to us all and 
we should be grateful. 
 One of the other things that  a server does at Mass is to ring the bells.  One child was asked 
by his religion teacher Sister Mary why this was done at Mass.  The boy replied, “To start the 
fight!”  Well the real reason bells are rung at the consecration is to get our attention to the great 
mystery happening on the altar.  When the priest raises the chalice at Mass, let us fix our atten-
tion on the blood of Christ shed for you and for me! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 


