
FROM THE PASTOR 

WIPING UP THE FLOOR WITH JESUS… 
 
 I heard a story about a pastor who wanted to raise more money for his parish.  (What pastor doesn’t 
want that?)  Well, Father had an idea on how to increase his revenue.  He stood up at Mass and made this 
announcement: “The person who puts the most money in the collection today can choose three hymns for 
Mass.” 
 Well, when the collection was taken, the pastor looked and saw that somebody had donated a thou-
sand dollars!  “Who donated a thousand dollars?”  He asked.  Well this elderly woman raised her hand.  
The priest invited her to the front of the Church to choose her three hymns.  Pointing to the three most 
handsome men in the Church, she said, “I choose him, him and him!”  Maybe she had some spelling trou-
ble! 
 Here at Saint Charles, I don’t usually choose the hymns.  Our talented musical director Paul Light 
does that and there are some excellent choices.  A few weeks ago during communion, the hymn played 
was one of my favorites, “Gift of Finest Wheat.”  The hymn is about the Holy Eucharist.  One of the verses 
in the song extolling the Blessed Sacrament, reads this way: “The mystery of your presence Lord, no mor-
tal tongue can tell; Whom all the world cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell.” 
 Those lines really made me reflect upon the great gift that we Catholics possess in Holy Commun-
ion and how privileged we are to receive Jesus at Mass.  Then imagine my shock a few days after hearing 
that beautiful hymn, to meet a parishioner who told me that she had in her hands a crumbled up commun-
ion host that she discovered on the floor.  She brought the host into the sacristy and I consumed what was 
left of the sacramental presence. 
 This lady was truly upset about finding communion on the floor.  I told her that in fact, I had dis-
covered hosts at other parishes under the pews, but that this was the first incident at Saint Charles.  One 
of the problems with communion in the hand is that at times, people take the host with them back to their 
seat.  At times we priests might be distracted and don’t clearly see that the communicant had not placed 
the sacred host in their mouths but rather have taken it down the aisle!  
 At times, I have had to run after people who did not consume the Eucharist and venture to politely 
tell them, “Please put that in your mouth!”  An additional problem in this “Covid 19” world in which we 
now live is the addition of face masks.  There is a proper procedure for the reception of Communion.  
When receiving in the hand, the person takes the host , steps to the side, pulls the face mask down, con-
sumes the host and then places the mask over the face again. 
 When we receive Holy Communion, whether on the tongue or in the hand, the priest says: “The 
Body of Christ.”  The proper response is “Amen” which means “I believe.”  And what do we believe 
about Holy Communion?  Well, most importantly, we believe that we are not just receiving a piece of 
bread! You can get tastier bread at Shoprite or “Piece of Cake.” 
 The bread that we receive at Mass, however is much different!  It is in actuality, the “Living bread 
come down from Heaven” the Body, the Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ.  Do we appreciate this 
great gift?  Obviously, some if us don’t if we find consecrated hosts in the pews, missalettes or worst of 
all, crumbled up on the floor of the Church. 
 This Sunday at Mass, let us make up the irreverence and lack of belief among some Catholics by 
renewing and living our faith in the Holy Eucharist, the “Source and Summit” of our entire Christian life. 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
         


