
FROM THE PASTOR 

THE HOLY SPIRIT TAKES CARE OF US… 
 
 The story is told of a little boy who was riding his bike outside the church one Sunday morning.  
Well, the priest invited him to come in for Mass. But the boy said, “Father, yes I’d like to, but my bike will 
get stolen!”  The priest then went on to explain that the Holy Spirit would take care of his bike and watch 
over it.  Well, the kid agreed and left his bike outside.  The priest began the Mass with the Sign of the 
Cross.  The boy started the Sign of the Cross as well and said, “In the name of the Father and the Son… 
Amen.”  The priest then interrupted him and said, “What about the Holy spirit?”  the boy replied, “He’s 
outside taking care of my bike.” 
 Well, this Sunday we celebrated the Feast of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit takes care of us!  I 
mean, he took care of the first apostles.  The first twelve apostles were not exactly the “stuff” of which he-
roic witnesses to the gospel were made.  But that was before the feast day that we celebrate today-the great 
event of Pentecost. 
 What happened at Pentecost?  Well, it is the day that the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles 
and disciples of Christ.  About 120 fearful followers of Christ prayed in the upper room in Jerusalem for 
nine days.  Around nine in the morning there came the noise of a strong, driving wind.  Tongues of fire 
hovered over the heads of the disciples and they received the promised spirit of God to help them to wit-
ness to Christ in a deeper, more committed way.  Empowered by that spirit, the first followers of Jesus 
Christ burst out of the upper room and spread the Catholic faith to then known world. 
 Through the Holy Spirit, the disciples who had been so cowardly before in their witness to Jesus 
became great men of great courage and fervor, even to the point of laying down their lives for Christ and 
the gospel. 
 Now all of us received the Holy Spirit on the day we were baptized.  But the day of Confirmation 
was sort of like a “Personal Pentecost” for each of us.  On that day, the bishop anointed us with sacred 
chrism and sealed us forever with the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In years past, when children received Confir-
mation, they were told, “You are now a soldier of Christ.”  Maybe some people today do not like such a 
militaristic analogy for a Christian sacrament.  However, the example is a good one. 
 The idea of a soldier expresses the fact that a Christian disciple has a spiritual duty to fight in the 
war between good and evil, light and darkness-a real battle against our fiercest adversary who is the devil!  
So, in effect, by the sacrament of Confirmation that was conferred upon us, we are all of us, constituted as 
warriors for Christ.  Our weapons are not guns, bombs, and mortars-but rather the sword of the spirit. 
 But what happens to many young Catholics after Confirmation today?  Instead of becoming more 
fervent in the faith, they fall away.  Sad to say, for many of our youngsters, Confirmation is considered as 
“graduation” from the Church; for we do not see a good number of them anymore and that is a real trage-
dy.  Confirmation and the reception of the Holy Spirit is supposed to make us more devout Catholics, ca-
pable of being strong advocates for the faith. 
 Many of us do not “tap into” the graces that are given to us in that wonderful sacrament.  We re-
ceived seven spiritual gifts in Confirmation-wisdom, understanding, counsel, knowledge, piety, fortitude 
and fear of the Lord.  Today in our hedonistic and material world we truly need the spirit of fortitude or 
courage in living out our Catholic Christian faith-it’s not easy. 
 There is a prayer that we could think about today on this great Feast of Pentecost: “Come Holy 
Spirit, enkindle in us the fire of your love.  Send forth your spirit and renew the face of the earth!”  Amen. 
           
          Sincerely in Christ, 
          Father Jerome 


