
FROM THE PASTOR 

GOD BLESS OUR MOMS… 
 
 I heard a story about a girl in Sunday School class.  The class was putting on a program for their 
parents.  Each child was supposed to memorize a passage from the Bible and recite it as his or her turn 
came.  But when little Lucille got up to recite her verse, her legs went wobbly and she was so nervous that 
she couldn’t say one word. 
 Her mother was in the front row and tried to help her by going through the motions of lighting a 
candle, but Lucille still was lost.  Mom tried to form the words with her lips but to no avail.  Finally, she 
whispered the words of Jesus: “I am the Light of the World.”  Lucille “saw the light” as it were and then 
boldly proclaimed, “My mother is the light of the world!” 
 Well, maybe little Lucy was not far wrong in what she said.  Certainly our mothers enlightened us, 
helped us, guided us and encouraged us in so many ways throughout our lives..  Today on Mother’s Day, 
we stop to thank them for all that they did and continue to do for us if we are lucky enough to still have 
them!   
 On Mother’s Day, it is customary to give a gift to our moms.  The week before the special day, I 
usually make a trip to the mall to pick up some nice perfume for my mom.  I don’t know too much about 
women’s perfumes, but one time I balked at the high price of what certainly seemed like such a small bot-
tle of fragrance!  The salesclerk said, “Well, Father, remember it’s your mother, and you want to give her 
the very best.”  So I bought the bottle and mom was very happy.  Actually, my mother is always giving me 
things whether that is candy, cookies or advice! 
 But what the salesclerk said at the perfume counter was right on target.  We should give our moms 
the very best.  To use that analogy in a religious sense, in giving us Mary to be our spiritual Mother, Jesus, 
the Son of God has given us the very best gift too.  The month of May is dedicated in a special way to the 
Blessed Mother.  Mary is truly our Heavenly Mother who assists us and comforts us in the daily struggles 
of life. 
 The advice that Mary offers us is to always stay close to her son Jesus.  Our Lady’s last recorded 
words in the scriptures are “Do whatever he tells you!”  That certainly is excellent advice from Mary our 
Mother.  If only we followed those words, perhaps we wouldn’t get into so much trouble at times. 
 This Sunday on Mother’s Day, it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to say a little prayer for our moms 
either living or deceased.  During this Covid pandemic year, many of us have come to appreciate our 
moms that much more.  Recently at a funeral mass for my former pastor, Cardinal Dolan asked how my 
mother was.  I told him she was fine and I inquired about his mother.  He said, “Well, she’s 92 and this 
weekend I will see her for the first time in over a year!”  I am sure that will be a wonderfully consoling 
visit for mother and son. 
 The Cardinal was not the only one, of course that was prevented from physically seeing his mom 
this past year.  It seems that a good number of people had to visit their relatives either virtually or glance 
up at them through a window.  Hopefully, this is behind us now. 
 This Mother’s Day let’s all be grateful for the gift of our mothers, grandmothers and great grand-
mothers.  Through the powerful intercession of Mary, the Mother of God may all of them be richly 
blessed now and for all eternity.  Happy Mother’s Day! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
  
      


