
FROM THE PASTOR 

AN “OUR FATHER” FOR OUR FATHERS….. 
 I heard a story recently about a little boy who yelled, “Daddy, daddy - can I have a glass of water 
please?”  The weary father replied, “Listen son, I’ve given you ten glasses of water already!”  “Yes, I know,” 
the boy replied, “but the bedroom is still on fire.”  Well, when we stop to think it over, we might recall simi-
lar incidents with our own fathers when we were young. 
 This Sunday we celebrate Father’s Day.  It is a day that we should really thank all our fathers living 
and deceased for all that they gave us through the years.  Whether it was teaching us to ride a bicycle, play 
baseball or helping us with our homework, our dads were there for us in so many ways that we can’t even 
number them.  We could say that the role of a father is really underestimated. 
 The world today has a need for what I call “real fathers.”  It seems that authentic masculinity is 
somewhat vanishing from our society; or to put it in the words of one priest who would say to me whenever I 
complained about something childishly:  “Be a man!”   Remember, priests are fathers too! 
 Thinking about our fathers on their special day, we could say that there are some characteristics of 
“real fathers.”  For one, real fathers are religious.  There is nothing “wimpish” about a father praying and at-
tending Mass!  One thing I admired about my own father was the fact that he always made sure that all of us 
got to Mass on Sunday.  That meant getting up, piling us kids in the car and driving to church.  Sometimes we 
didn’t want to go but dad made sure we got there. 
 I suspect today that things are a bit different than they were fifty years ago.  Perhaps a good number 
of fathers work on Sunday.  And then, some dads put more of a priority on sports and other activities rather 
than the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  I am glad my dad brought us to church because in doing so, he taught us 
the importance of having faith in God which is a great gift. 
 Secondly, real fathers know how to correct their children.  Perhaps today some of our children are 
spoiled; parents “cave in” into the demands of the kids whatever they might be. 
 I heard about a father who was trying to take a nap the day after Christmas.  However, his young son 
kept finding ways to interrupt his siesta.  Finally, dad lost his patience and said sternly, “Go to my room and 
go now!”  Hearing this, the boy’s mother asked, “Why did you tell him to go to your and not his?”  The father 
replied, “Are you kidding?  Did you see all the Christmas presents he got?  In his room, he has a TV, an Ipod, 
an Ipad, and “X Box” and three electronic games.  If we want to punish him, we have to send him to our room 
instead!” 
 Even though discipline hurts when it is administered, a good father knows how to be firm but also 
kind with his children. 
 Finally, real fathers are sacrificial.  This is the year of Saint Joseph proclaimed by Pope Francis.  
Saint Joseph is a model for all fathers because he truly was a man of sacrifice.  Saint Joseph sacrificed his 
own desires to serve Mary and the Child Jesus.  He  was a man who had a difficult vocation as the “foster 
father of Jesus.”  Yet Joseph corresponded to God’s plan and was a faithful father to the Holy Family.  He did 
not “cop out” when the going got tough as perhaps some modern dads do today when there are problems and 
difficulties.  Real fathers know that true love means sacrifice! 
 On Father’s Day, let us thank God for all the sacrifices that our dads made for us.  Let us fold our 
hands and pray an “Our Father” for all our fathers! 
      Sincerely in Christ, 
 
      Fr. Jerome 
   
 
  


