
FROM THE PASTOR 

GOODBYE AND GOD BLESS… 
 
 A very wise priest once made a very astute observation to me concerning a new assignment.  He 
said, “Well, Louis, I disliked every parish that I had to move to at first-but then in the end, I didn’t want to 
leave!”  I think that is very true.  When I first came to Saint Charles Parish almost six years ago, I really 
didn’t want to leave Sacred Heart after fourteen years there.  But after my term here, I have come to love 
this parish, the school and all of you parishioners very much.  It will now be very hard for me to say good-
bye!   
 One of the promises that we priests take at our ordination is that of “obedience.”  The root of that 
word comes from the Latin word, “to listen.”  Yes we priests have to listen to the Bishop when he wants us 
to do something.  Perhaps obedience is one of the most difficult vows that we take.  I just want to assure 
you parishioners that I did not formally request a transfer from Saint Charles.  Cardinal Dolan asked me to 
become the Pastor of Saint Peter’s/Assumption Parish on the North Shore.  This assignment could be 
called “challenging” to say the least so I ask for your prayers as I begin a new endeavor. 
 I have enjoyed every aspect of my ministry at Saint Charles, whether that was saying Mass, hearing 
confessions, performing baptisms and weddings and teaching religion to the youngsters.  Saint Charles is 
a very unique and active parish and there is certainly always a lot going on.  I have tried to be a part of eve-
rything here and to be visible. 
 One disappointment that I will share with you is my failure to renovate the Church.  You, the good 
parishioners of Saint Charles donated over 1.5 million dollars in the Renew and Rebuild Campaign for an 
“upgraded” Church structure.  I want to assure you that the money you gave so generously will be used to 
renovate the Church in the near future.  It will certainly not look like the plan that I presented to the par-
ish last January about which most of you were very enthusiastic. 
 In the early Spring, I was informed by the Archdiocese that we could only do what was essential as 
regards to the Church.  What is really “essential” and what was approved by the Vicar General, Monsignor 
Joseph LaMorte on June 2nd, is a brand new roof, new heating and air conditioning systems, bathrooms 
that will be up to “code,” a new sound system and pews.  It is my earnest hope that this project will be ac-
complished in the near future; you the parishioners of Saint Charles deserve it. 
 As my successor here, Cardinal Dolan has assigned a very fine priest by the name of Father Patrick 
Buckley.  Father Buckley was ordained a priest in 2004 and has recently served as a Pastor at Saint Chris-
topher’s Parish up in Dutchess County.  He is no stranger to Staten Island, however, being the assistant to 
Bishop John J. O’Hara at Saint Teresa Parish for three years.  Father Buckley is a very enthusiastic and en-
ergetic priest, and I am sure that he will do a very fine job ministering here Saint Charles.  I know that you 
will give him a hearty welcome as he assumes his duties on July 1st. 
 Someone said that “Doing something for the last time is always sad.”  Well, this is my last bulletin 
article and I am sad to have to depart.  But I hope that you have all enjoyed these weekly reflections that I 
have offered for the past several years.  While “parting is such sorrow” I won’t be too far away!  Know that 
all of you have a special remembrance in my prayers and masses.  Goodbye and God bless! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
  
    
 
  


